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NUMBER £.

A Memarial to Congress, relative to the Half- Breed Lands of L.

To the Honorable, ihe Senale and House of Represenlalives of the

* United Stafes in Ciongress Assembled: The inemorial of the Legis-

la:’ive Aungembly of the Territory of Minnesota, respectiully shew-
eth—

- That by & .trénty made with the Sioux of the Mississippi, and
ather Indiane, by Commissioners on the part of the United Statés,
and dated July 16th, 1830, the following article was incorporated
in snid treaty :— . . s

- Arvicry - Oth,~The Sioux bands in Council, having earnestly

" solicited that they might have permission to bestaw upon the Halfw

Breeds of :their nation, the tract of lund within the following limits,
viz ; Beginning ot a place called the Barn below the village of
Red Wiag, and running back fifteen - miles; thence in a parallel
line with Lake Pepin and the Mississippi, about thirty-two miles, to
a point opposite Beef and or Boeuf river; thence fifteen milento
the Grand Encnmpment, opposite the river aforesaid; the United
States agree to suffersaid Half Breeds to ocoupy said tract of coun-
try; they holding by the eame title and in the same manner that
other Indian titles are held. :
- In Asticle 10, of same treaty, it is provided that the “President
of the United States may herehfter assign to any of the sapd Half
Breéds to bé held by him or them in fee simple, any poriion: of said
tract, not exceeding a section of six hupdried and fSrty acres to esch
individusal,.. - .- -~ - *

Thut from the date of said treary, -to the present time, no dispo-

tion has been made of the land =6 given to the relations of the Sioux
an contemplated by said treaty,
» Wast - npplications :biive been madeito the - President, to set off a
portion of the grant to each claimant, as provided by the 10th arti~
cle.of/skiill treaty: buk no such disposition has been made of any por-
tion of said land for the reason as given by the President, that the
clzitants were not sufficiently - advanced in civilization to have the
card of theii own property.”

That although this was a decided arvor, the result of & wamiofa
proper knowledge of the character of-the claimasts,: they :beinj at
that time, as well as now, able to take their place in the dnnimunity
as mon of business, and many of them distinguished for their tal-
ent, yet no remonstrance was made.

That several attempts have heen since made to effect & sale of
the land to the Government of the United States, hut with outsuc -

teoss.
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“That shdrly of, (e cliitmants Have” cntered un'ihcgriit, and {m- Treambl, de.

proved poriths of it by extélistvely, whitit orhers have been dei
curied'ﬁ-ﬁ:m’ddiﬁé so by {hb ungeftainty of the tenure, and the diffj-
cuilly of exchuding vther claimantd, all havlog Eqirnl ¥ights, .

‘That _th:‘.pr}zssure_ of immigiktlon and the"great indicements held
out from the very desirnble situations of the land have led many
citizens, not_ql_aimnnt.s_'_'un_der’ the Sioux treaty, to trespass oa the
Iand and mbke improvements, and in opposition to the remonstran-
ces of the just cltimants and threntencd proceedings on the part of
the Governor of this Territory. = 77" 747 ,

That, thig tract of land now forms a gap in the setilement of the
conntry, dnd a8t contnins two or three good sites for towns, its
present unproductive, state is very unfuvorable te those for whose
benefit it was originglly reserved, and is particularly injurious to
the interests of iliia Territbry. | _ .. ]

That it is andorstond here, that a bill is now Before Congresa, in
which it is propused on the part of the Sjoux claimanta to join in
%nnting the. land to the United States, 'ili considéeration of Land

arrants, for tn equnl nmount of United States land, to be select-
ed by each claimant from the tract recently purchased from the Sioux
Indians.

That the interest of this Territory, as well as from a sense of
justice towards this body of our citizena, urge npon Congress the
necessity of same measures (o dispose of this tract. And being well
acquaiated with all the -circminstances connectled with the grant, as
well as the value of the land intrinsically, and with a view to the
scttlement of thut part of the United Siates land, that lies immedi-
ately at the back and to the south-west of it, your memorinlists de-
sire to expreas their convictions that it will materially assist the Ter-
ritory and also lead to the early setilement of a large quantity of
wild land, if Congress accepta the proposition of the claimants and
thus throw open this valuable tragt to settlement, and at the same
time enuble the mixed bload to loate in the more immediate vicin-
ity of the Sioux Reservation,

‘That an equal quantity of government land be granted to the Sioux
Half-Breeds, by issniug Land Warrants covering an egual quan-
tity of land to Le divided nmong the elaimants, pro rata, But no
move than three zections in any one tewnship.

That your memorinlists, wish to call the attention of Congress
to the fatt that the hod$ of men now asking for relief, nre the very
persond to wham the Government hive alivays lookéd, when desi-
rous-to gxercise dny inflitence over the Indians, they are the con-
necting link between the white man and the Indian, and their loca-
tivn on’ the frontier will tend to the éontinnation of thase peaceful
relations whieh Have;:-happily, so lomyg existed bétween the settlers
and the Sibux who grarted this tract to their mixed blood relationna.

The original grant was mnde.to crable the relntions of the Sioix:
to dettle down where it was thought,- at that time, they would be in:
the Weighborlicod of :their ‘relativen, aind’in a position to dssist the
Indians;-avid' promote their civilization. Their témoval to a home
Terthor ot and-'west, will deprive the Indian-of this beneft unteny
thieir ‘relatives :¢wn follow, ‘and the ripid spread of émigrétion 'to'
the Toreitdry indkios this tract dfreat impottance to the seltlemetit
of heéFoimitry arsund it: | It is thelgdographical outlet of that part
of the Temrirory of Mirin8sdia?-fiich Tins Tiléd op miost rapidly the
past NN, A Ta” wiichthe aitention of Al héw ~nettlers s at’
present directed. TR beTEE ALl
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Your memorialists would therefore respectfully but urgently re.
usst that Congnu may give this sgbject favorable consideration

to the end that justice may be done to the claimants to this tract of
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land, and atthe same time, the settlement of the Territory on and
around that tract bs materially promoted.
N. C. D. TAYLOR,
Speaker g‘ the House grﬂqmm,
. President of the Council.
Arrroven—February twenty-seven, one thousapd eight hundred

and Afty-four.
W. A. GORMAN,

SzcerxTarY’s Oyrice,
. Saint Payl, Apri] 4th, 1854, f
I hereby certify the for&going to be a correct copy of the original
memorial on file in thiy office.
J. Travis Rossem,

Seoratary of the Territory of Minnesola,

NUMBER 3.

A memorial o Congress, for an Appropriation for the comsiruction of roudr in the
Teritory of Minncscis,

T the Homorable, Smumﬂmgqumtfwm
in Congress Assembled: The Memorial of the Legislative Asspmbly of
the Tb:r;itory of Minnesota, respectfully represents to your Honor-
able —_

That t{e appropriations heretofore made for the opening and con~
struction of the above roads, are wholly insufficient for the comple-
tion of the same; therefore, we respecifully and earnestly, would
impress upon your Honorable body, for the further openinﬁ and
‘sonstruction of the Point Douglas and St. Louis River road, the
sum of sixty thousand dollars: also the further opening and construc-
tion of tha Point Douglass and Fort Ripley road, the sum of fifleen
thousand dollars; slso, for the further opening and construction of
the , Wabasha and Mendota road, the sum of fifteen thousand dol-
lars; snd for the further ornning and construction of the Swanrivep
and Long Prairie road, the sum of five thonsand dollars; or such
further sums of moneys as may render the above roads suitable to
travel, and bring into yeefulness the ymouats airsady expended in

thejr construction.



